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We an bow almost on the very ere of one of tlie
MM exciting political contests in wnich opposing
parties In ttate city have ever engaged. Public fer-

, Mat over the anticipated results, from opposite
standpoints, Is at Its culminating potnr, and tt l*
weU that the Intervening time between this and the
eomlng of Tuesday next la so brier. It is not that
the offices to be filled are of paramount Importance
la a political sense that all thla unusual excitation
tt public leellng Is so strikingly displayed,
ftor the first time in years has the
shattered republican party had a chance
st successfully contesting with the power
tt Tammany. The republican record when the
party was in power was not such a pure one tout it
oaaid run long upon It in tha name of honesty and
acoDomy, and the time ot tuf overthrow came and
It fell, and gnat was Um fail thereof. Other parties
ippossil to the Tammany machine followed and
idgaod in their ateau, but their reign was brief and
somewhat inglorious. The sun of victory once more
Aon* upon the time-honored banners of Tammany,
and for years new chleis known as the Ring "ruled
ihe loast."' Under tnelr guidance and control the
machine ran .splendidly, and when it entered upon a

race all opponents had to clear the track. But evil
.ays have lately fallen upon Tammany, and their old
¦fiponents, and all whom it was impossible to please
In the distribution of the loaves and lishea have,
with renewed hope and energy, entered the field
gainst it. Tammany in the days of its successes
could hardly tell its strength and power, so over¬

whelming on all occasions were Its victories.
How, when seeming adversity has overtaken it, and
when, as in ail such eases, there Is secession on

every band and desertion in all quarters, it is called
apoa to

FBOVE ITS INHERENT STRENGTH
and to test the devotion to that old principle of pure
iemocracy in its followers who made it, in victory
and defeat, the rallying point of the masses of our

donoeratlc citizens.
Tfes fact Is fully understood by friends and foes,

and hence the unusual interest aroused in the com¬
ma contest. 1 ammany is the great citadel tbat is
to he attacked. Its foes are numerous but ill ais-
cloliaed. Tne secession leaders from the old party
mast, more or less, be oppressed with the con

scwuoness that they are fighting against a power
once worshipped, and under a banner which,

as "politicians, " they know to be a sham. The
radical party, under the new name of reformers,
grasp like drowning men at straws, and gladly en-
tar lato an alliance with tne deserters from Tam¬
many, fortified with the old sonbism that evil can
be done tbat good may come out of It. Tammany
la tae contest is still courageous and defiant, looks
grimly but unshrinkingly at tne defection of its for-
mer supporters, and takes a note or them against
the day Of wrath.

THE CONTEST
is the all-absorbing theme of discussion, and every
act of tne authorities preparing for It Is commented
upon. The fight lies properly between the radical
party, now the "reform party" of, the Council or
Seventy, swelled by numerous deserters or sore-
heads from toe Tammany camp, and the Tammany
loaders, who still rely lor victory upon the votes of
the out and out pure democracy that has ever sus¬
tained them. That "the race Is not always to the
swirt or the battle to the strong" comes rrom the
verv best authority. It is verified every day in
various shapes and ways. The contest for supre-
msey in our State and city governments, and the
race for place and patronage, which at this moment
to the great sensation, will, no doubt, give another
illustration of the wisdom of the apothegm. The
question as to which party mlgnt be properly
applied the "swut" and the "strong" would a
few months ago nave been of easy solution. Late
events, however, have made a radical change in
this reopect. and the combination of the rag-tag and
oot>taU of tactions with the high-ioned and unsel¬
fish reformers ot mnnlclpal abuses must to-day be
ooasldered ax the aggressive parry.
"Their souls are In arms ami eager ror the fray"

on Tuesday next. The would-be reformers are led
by men long smarting under defeat, and who are

anxious, under tne banner or reform ns a popular
ambiem, of Qghtlng tneir old opponents on new

ground and changed auspices, to secure for them¬
selves the rich spoils which, like the sons of Ahab.
the Tammany rblcftalns Dave so long hidden
away in their tents. An election time like this
awakens passions not unlike those aroused
in the throes of a revolution, when the
Jlssatlntled, tne disaffected and the enemies of
the existing oroer of things snatch the first oppor¬
tunity or benefiting by a change in which, how¬
ever detrimental to society in general, they may
have a solitary chance ol securing some public
plunder to themselves.
The

CRYING EVILS
under which the city has so long labored demanded,
no doubt, a radical remedy, and that remedy has
papa optaMtoIt NWlitd by thf ragica) party . j pe

Mr-appointed loaders ol thai HFfi* ®° *h®
wave of popaitr indignation created by tt»e ex¬
posure or trauds in one or the ^parunent* or tio
eity government, were euaDked to
place In the detection or those iranis and
ttieir suonression 111 the future. Ever? effort or
theirs tending to lay bare the wnole municipal
system bo us to get at the Toot or the evil, has been
watched with deep interest by the citizens at lant^*aided by toe couutenance ai»d support ol the
mulctary In every instance. In the flood tide or
their popularity arid their Miming course or patriot¬
ism tUev turn audo trom me work originally pro¬
posed, except in so 'or as they keep up a running
skirmish ot legal tactics in the courts, aud at once
enter the political arena, devoting ai their timeand
energies to a scramble after the tleshpots ot fam-
mauv. TheseJ

REFORM lbadbbs
have allied themselves to ail the defeated candi¬
dates lor office to other congests, who were
worth anything politically, but who were
worth less than nothing every other way.
The latter accept batre under the banner
M reform with a broad grin, . tmt are ready
to co over to the enemy, their old mends, at tno
first Binn that their services are wanted and will bo
rewarded, mts is the whole ground or battle occu-
pica by the combatants in the strife to be decided on
Tuesday next.

TUB ORDER OK BATTLB.T«B LKADBBS.
Ever since the rival parties held their conventions

at Rochester and Syracuse tno note ol preparation has
been sounding all over the oity c.»mp, and tne lead¬
ers now stand with their armor buckled and lance m
rest eager for tlie frav. Notwitnsiandiug the unprom¬
ising attitude ot the Tammany chiefs a lew weeks
aao their battle arr.iy is in pertect order, deter¬
mined to move on the enemy's works ere the roos¬
ters of uotham have thrice done Balutatton to the
morn on Tuesday next Peter fl. Sweeny, the
re.iant chieftain and otiarapion or the latumanylie
democracy in th» their hour ol peril, declares the
wnoie rerorm movement a weak luveution of tne
enemy, and inspires Ins party with his own assured
confluence, tne certain lorerunner or success. Ine
Tammany lies proper rally in unbroken phalanx
nnder uls standard.every man intoned with the
spirit of his leader, ieady to do and die for htm and
old ume-houoroo Tammany, brought into temporary
disgrace by some of the old recognized leaders.
Leading tne relortnera are Mammy Tiiden ana

Jemmy O'Brien, the generals of the league or
seventy. The party has lost considerably in the
detection ot Led with, the first reformer, who runs
for Uie vacancy lu tne Supreme Court under the
auspices or Tammany, whom ho has been lately
opposing only to oe worth purchasing at a high
fignre. But still If In a multitude of counsellors
there is safety, then the party of the council of
seventy must have a good show In the comingstruciile. At the back of these democratic reform¬
ers comes the Murphynes, of thu Custom House
republicans, great tn office, but very small fry, and
ol no account out of it. They are terribly
exercised as to wtiloh side their bread Is buttered,
and are Just as likely to create a panic
tn their own camp as to deal destruction
on the enemy. The Oreeieyttes are also In a quan¬dary. Tuey swear -not to vote ror a democrat
at any price, which means that they will not vote
at all except in one Senatorial district.the
Seventh.where Pullman 4a in the field, but whom
they can never pull through, and in one Assemblydistrict.the Eleventh.where Hawkins, the
tireeiej lte, and urtdley, the straight republican,
contest the field against each other as againstThomas W. Pittman, tne democratic candidate.
This triangular tight promises woil for Mr. Pittman
and leaves no show tor the harlkari republicans of
opposite Uks.

THB OFFICES AND CANDIDATES.
The re-election ol the democratic state ticket,with the exception ot Homer A. Nelson. Secretaryor btate, who retires, and his place ailed on the

ticket by uls present deputy, inedrich Wlllcrs, Jr.,
is conceded by the republicans.

TH* 8CPBBMK COUBT.
In the city and county tne office or paramount im¬

portance is that or supreme Court Judge. Thts, tho
one in which the citizen should have tho greatest
interest, is contested by Poltco Justice Ledwith and
ex-Judge Barrett, late counsel to the reformers, but
who was bo wen leed to undertake his task. Ud-
wnh la pretty well known to all. The first is a
lawyer of acknowledged ability, who, aa- Judge on
the benctt of tho Common Pleas, earned a high cha¬
racter for judicial integrity and upright decisions,
in tills respect he is head and suotflders over his
opponent.the would-be relormer.but who. on the
first occasion or temptation, went back upon his
friends. "When tne devil was sick the devil a saint
would be: when the devu was well the devil a
saint was he." So with Lodwtth, whom wc here-
with consign to the ballot box.

TUB SUPERIOR COfTRT.
Here the cttizcns are rortunate, as tney cannot

make a bad oiioice. There are two vacancies. The
J resent retiring incumbonta are Judges spencer and

ones, opposed by William E. Curtis aud Jonn
Sedgwick. Judge spcncer, wno Is renominated ror
the office be haa so well filled, is one or the tew
.judicial officers who "cannot be spared." On his
merits he should be re-clccied by an almost unani¬
mous vote. He is a credit to the superior Court
bench, and the people should taae care tnat he is
kept tnere.

IN TUB COUBT OP COMMON FLEAS
Jndge Charles P. Daly lias received the renomtna-
tlon of both parties, with the gratified concurrence
of the whole body ot our citizens. For the

MAB1NE COURT
vacancy Judge Alker, the present incumbent, is op-' posed uy Alexander spautdtnc, roruiertv an InternalI Revenue Collector tn the Kighth district. Federal' offices, as a general thing, are not lust the placesfor our citizens to select upright Judges irom, but
cx- internal Revenue Collectors in particular will
have to pass a strict scrutiny before the/ will be
promoted to tne bench to administer law
and justice In Uls oommuntty, which
knows tnem so welL Jadge Alker, who
is a candidate for re-electlnn, is, perhaps, the
most popular Judge on tne beach ot shy of our
Courts, among the profession so long practising
before him. and with all parties, plaintiffs or de¬
fendants, who have oad occasion to submit their
suits to Ills most Impartial and just decisions. Thcro
is no lear of nis re-election.

THE HBUISrERSHIP.
Here the two parties.the hydra-headed party of

reform and tho Tammanyttcs.meet in a fair field
for a square stand-up tight. Shaudley fights not
'.mlt Sigel," but against him. It is a very pretty
fight as it Is, and may tho oest man win.

THE SENATORIAL C0NTB6T
stands just now as It did last week. The bold
O'Donovan Ro*sa, in the Fourth district, is re-enact-
tn<r his old character over again...bearding the
lion tu his den." As he bearded the British lion at
home, so be beards the boss Hon in his lavorito lair
tn the Fonrtn district. Anthony Miller is also in
me Held on the re.orm ticket, and to some extent
the interest In the race lies between these two. lor

i whichever of them comes in second best, that party
In a certain, not Improbable, contingency may rep¬
resent the district.

...No change in the aspect of the contest m tne
Fifth district. Mlcnael Norton will undoubtedly be
sent up the river for another term, and the best we
can say ror Mr. Benedict is. that he stays at home
in the bosom ot h.s lamiiy.
In the Sixth district Henry Woltman, the Tam-

manyite, ana Augustus Weissman, the retormer, are
endeavoring to put a political head on each other.

1 all the chances being tn tavor of the Tammany tie.
THE SEVENTH D1STBICT.

Thts is the battle ground of greatest interest, bo
lar as ttie senatorial contest Is concerned. The
present incumbent, Senator Bradiev. Is opposed by
ex-Sherttf O'Brien, who rallies to his standard all
the younK democracy ol the TwcDtv-llrst ward,
wdere his greatest strength lies. But even heio
Senator Bradiev has a host of friends, attached to
turn not only on account of the ever prompt and
material benefits he has, la his representative ca-
Dactty. conierreil npon the district at large, but that
in addition he has been for many years a resident ot
the district, and so personally interested in securing
all proper legislative recognition tor its wants
and requirements, in the Eighteenth and Twen¬
tieth wards uie O'Brienttcs claim to have had great
success In the canvass; but, however apparently
jubilant they may be in anticipation or Tuesday's
results, they know that the vote ot the district by a
large majority will send Mr. Bradley for another
term to the state Senate. In the I

BiliUTB DISTRICT
Senator Genet's re-ciection is a loregone con¬
clusion.'Tieman's defeat ditto.

TUK ASSKM BLY DISTRICTS.
Tberc Is a (ierco light being waged in some of the

districts. In the First a triangular fight between
Nicholas Mullcr, Tainmanjite; llardlng, republican,
and liealy, reformer, is waxing very warm, ana
time can only tell who will be the coming man.
Mailer, the friend of Tweed.friendship recipro¬
cated.is likely to be the victor.
In the Seveutu district Twombly, republican, is

I In the Held against James Kcilly, Tammany. Twoni-
blv, it was alleged, carried tbe district in (be last
election, but the Legislature ruled him out, giving
the place 10 John Carey. He has a fair chance to
make his election more sure this time.

In tbo Eleventh distrlot Thomas w. Pittmao, the
candidate of Tammany and of all the democratic
parties di reiorin, stands opposed to a Greelevite re¬
publican In the person of ltush o. Hawkins ami to a
Murphyite ditto in tne person of the ponderousUndicy. The popular aud talented Tom has a

I chance he it not likely to let escape him of distin¬
guishing himself at Albany this winter.

in the Ktghteenth district Micnael Goooe, a thor¬
ough and earnest representative or the workingciasscs, is the Tammany candidate, and, strangelyenough, opposed to him Is silken Sammy Tiideu.Of aU Sammy's political ventures this promises the
worst lor him. Goode is In the hands of the bouesr.worklngmen of the district, aud they will make their
boast good of seuding their friend tioode to the As¬
sembly and poor Mummy to grass. Mr. Leander
liuck, who is exceedingly popular lu tne district,
was strongly pressed to accept a nomination, but be
declined lu favor of Mr. Uoodc.
in all the other districts tbe Tammany candidates

will be elected.
Subjoined we give a full and correct list of all the

candidates of iho several parties, iucluding the
state ticket. The taxpayers and citizens generally
are fully iniornied as to the state of parties, their
motives of action In this contest, and they are Hie
best, as they ure the only judges ot tue claims oi tuo

I candidates, and it. is for them to elect for the various
olllces those lu whom they have the most trust andI reliance for a lalthliil discharge of tne duties ol the

i offices 10 which they aspire.
OUR NBW NATURAMZKI) CITIZKNS.

At the naturalization offices, winch have been
cloned since Hid ay last, about seven hundred per¬
sons nave completed their citizenship within the1
las' lew weeks. The tabular statements nave not
yet bi-en prepared, and it is not, therefore, practi¬
cable to give a classification of tbe nationalities
Mini occupations o( ilie.se naturalized citizens.
Knough, however, Is known to Justify the state¬
ment that the majority of tnese are Hermans, and
of i hose a large nuuioer ate young men wno have
recently attained their majority. During the last
ew duvs preceding the closing of the office lor tno

: titecuvn vucrc were » cr«K raauv aupKaat-, but

tho number was not greater than former years.
To the new citizeus it ft enough to say thatttioy
should be guided b» (be bent advice aa to tbe tUncsH
of the candidates In whose interest they will for
the llrst time excrcue the sacred privilege o» cltl-
zeiuhlp as voters.

THE H8PECTOR8 OF ELECTIOB.
What Mayor Hall Thlnha of the Mandamtu.

The Programme of Foley's Friends.
Ho Vacancies To Bo Filled

Mmomg the Inspeetoro.

The proceedings taken in the Supremo Court on
tbe application for a mandamns to compel tbe
Mayor to appoint a new set or inspectors and the
affidavits wbicb were published as part of the pro*
oeedlngs created quite a stir among the politicians
and tho pubbc generally. To ascertain how tbe
Mayor took tbe situation a Herald reporter visited
blm yesterday and had a conversation with bun on
tbe subjeot as follows:.

"Mr. Mavor, I have called to ask your opinion In
relation to tne matter of the Inspectors of Election
and the proceedings as to the mandamus."
"There is very tittle about it. My counsel will

move on Monday morning to quash tbe matter on
tbe ground that there were no vacancies."
"Wnat do you think of those affidavits published

this morning in the papers ?"
"They are only published as a dodge. I learned

from one of their men that the mandamus was to be
issued one day; i was to be indicted the next day;
A'derman Ooman was to be declared ineligible to
hold ottlce under an old statute; then Connolly
would resign; Green, Acting Comptroller, would
be declared Mayor under a new siatote; he would
then appoint a new set of inspectors; everythingwould be lovely and all that sort of thing.""Titc statement ot the manner in which tbe in¬
spectors are chosen is correct, is It not?"

'.Why, it is all done according to law. Thsveryobject or maictntr tbe appomtmeuu In this way is to
have somo Individual responsibility. I am directlyand solely responsible. »

"Yes, bat about tbe recommendations from the
leaders in the wards?"

"1 took, of course, the Tammany democrats and
the Greeiev republicans.tho republicans in tbat
organization a prominent memoer of whlcn is a
candidate for tbe Presldenoy. It I had lakeu a
Murphy republican the Greeleyites would complain,
and if 1 appointed 'reformers' the Tammany folks
would object."

.'Do you think tbey intend to Dush tbe matter?"
"The? will have only one day to do it in. Tbe

courts will be closed, or course, on eleotioa day, and
they can't get out any mandamns or injunction, or
anything else except a writ of habeas corpus.
11 Mr, Foley intended to do any real good tor elec¬
tion day be should have brought his action three
weeks ago."
"Do you not think it Is merely part of a plan to

get a point on the registry and election and nave
them thrown over i1"
"Very likely, bnt tnat can amount to nothing.They have been appointed and elccted, strictly in

accordance with the law. Now you can givetlic general public a little legal knowledge.You cannot mandamus a person to do
anything m a certain way. For instance l
might be mandamuscd to appoint Inspectors,
If mere were any vacancies, but I could not oe
mandamused to appoiut Mr. Foley's rriends. If 1
could Ue so maudamused then the Murphy republi¬
cans, the "reiorniera/' tlie Young Democracy, the
Democratic Union and all the others would have as
much rignt to anply for a mandamns and get it. A
mandamus might be Issued compelling the Comp¬
troller to do a certain thing, but It couui not be
made to compel him to do it in any particular way.
If be does the thing ordered tuere it ends. Oh, no;
this mandamus will bo quashed; there are no
vacancies at present, and, as usual. I will be at Pollco
Headquarters on election morning at daybreak and
remain several bours, so as to (>e reaay to flu any
vacancies that may be reported from any or the
wards."
At this point Mr. Corson, Chief or the Bureau or

Elections, entered the room and the reporter took
bis leave.

WHY DON'T THE MAYOR IMPEACH?
Ptom a Ptrmal Friend and Supporter mf

itlayer Hall.
New York, Nov. 2, 1871.

To Tm Editor of TDK Herald:.
Believing, as I do, tbat Mr. Hall is not personally

concerned in any ol tbe vile tbefts of Tweed k Co.,
whose open and undisguised plunder of our citizens
is now acoeded by every honest citizen of tbe
metropolis, and is known and stigmatized where-
ever the Herald sheds its light, aa "the most
audacious and vlllanons robbery in tbe history
of maukmd," I am at a loss for any reason why
the Mayor does not instantly impeach that brutal
plunderer of tbe people's money, and debauche? and
corrupter of tbe youth of our city. An old demo¬
crat, and a personal friend of Mr. Hail, who voted
for blm for every public office be has held since bis
accession to the democratic party, I am the more

..deeply pained now at uis equivocal position, and
while defending ntm irom the ribald and de¬
grading remarks made on bis character and good
name as Mayor of our city, I am oonrronted with
the "logic or the huur." "Why, ir Mr. Hall is, as
yon eav, untainted with the thievery or the King,
docs tie not now impeach Tweed ?" "Can ho make
even yoti believe he is acting as the Mayor of tli«
cluef city in tho Union should, wnen he,
even by suspicion, is associated with a
gang of .robbers, who have not only stolen
our money by the million, but by their vile and
brutal habits and immorality have demoralized our
city, all but destroyed our crcdit and committed
Wttn impunity nearly every villany in the wnole
catalogue or crime?" We never blamed Mr. Bali
while he could even believe these fellow* might lie
innocent; but now, when light is being flooded upon
their rascalities, it is an Insult to the intelligence of
Mr. Uall and his constituents, wno placed blm in
the civil chair, to doubt for a moment the guilt of
the untried and dedant criminal. 1 hope tor the
honor oi our city that our Mayor will come out of
this inuck of crime pure and unstained from any
participation in the lrauds of his rascally associates,
and that he will take Immediate steps ^bv impeach¬
ing the head devil) to bring back his good name to
his friends, who are deeply grieved at his position.
If ho persists in associating any longer with tne
circle of villany, then, sir, you are called on by your
position, as arbiter of public morals and terror of
evildoers to compel Mr. Hail either to leave bis po¬
sition, impeach Tweed or suffer the penalty due to
public peculators. Tbe time has arrived, and no
more truckling to base robbers will be tolerated.
who are festering In their crimes and stnik in tbe
nostrils of every decent man. Respectfully,

J. M. 8.

i CONVERSATION WITH O'COIOB.
What the Leader of the American Bar Thinks of
the Political Situation.Ihe Democratic Ora¬
cle Explain! the Tammany Usurpation.
An Honest Legislature the Hope of the
People.What Will Be Done After
Election.Mr. 0'Conor "Will
See".Aiders and Abettors

of Hnnioipal Thieves
To Bo Punished.

Conflicting and absurd rumors of whit Mr. Charles
O'Conor was going to do with the municipal officers
now under the ban of public opinion having been
reduced to positive statements a Hkrald reporter
was directed to call upon the great lawyer at bin
ofTlce and, IT possible, obtain an lutervlew on

the political situation. The representative of the
Heimld was peculiarly fortunate, for while lie watt

explaining his business to a clerk Mr. O'Conor en¬

tered the office of the liureau ot Municipal Correc¬
tion. Glancing at the card placed In his hand, be
courteously Invited the reporter to take a seat In his
private roam. A bright coal flre was blazing In the

grate and there was an aspect of conilort about the

apartment that the plies of law hooks, briem and

legal documents did not mar in the least. Tho
learned gentleman turned towards the flre and with

a quiet, smile Inquired
THE RBrOHTER'3 BUSTNK.SS.

"I should bo sorry, sir, to interrupt yon in your
labors at any tune, uninvited, but I have a duty to

periorm."

"Interviewing 1 I am getting accustomed to It,
there have been so many reporters here to see me.

It Is a novel experience, bo; not ootirely unpleas¬
ant."

"I would lie sorry to misrepresent yon, Mr.
O'Conor, and I stia.il care.'ully avoid It, An evening
paper publishes a couvt rsatlon between you ami
one or us reporters In reference to Mayor Hall. May
1 inquire if it is correct f"

"li Is one of tm»e things that It wou'd be waste of
time to correct, In the mam It is true. Keallv, i

Save no present Intention (Mr. O'Conor emphasized
'ptesent') oi commencing a suit HgainstMr. Hall.
It would not do forme in my present position to

say positively whaL I Intend to do in the luiure.
When I tell you that 1 have no present intention of
doing a thing that is no reason why I may not
change my mind an hour hence.-'
"Then it is possible, Mr. O'ConorP
"A great many things are possible. Let me tell

you what Is probable.indeed, I may say, certain. I
will, while holding my present position, prosecuio

TllH CHI II' HWIN0LKK ANP THIKI'
with the View of getting back tne people's money.
*'c terwuLf move* frm i'wcvd trm

$3,000,000 to $6, 600,000.taroogh a civil salt, or
course. ».
"What about criminal nroceeUlnifH, air?"
"The time between mv authorization as counsel

for the people ana tue election is no short that I don't
ate how Tweed coulu be put la the Btate Prison.
After the election 4
"After the election, Mr. o'Conor?"
"Well, after the election we will see. One thing is

pretty certain; all
AIDERS AND ABETTORS OF TWKRD,

those who sustain the principal and hide hlsvll-
lanien, will be held liable lor his crimes; at least
the/ are open to prosecution."

.So, then, criminal proceedings will not be com-
menced immediately against any members of the
Ring?"
..we are working all the time and are satisfied

with the progress made. Tho principal thing uow
Is to get back the stolen money. When that is
achieved, whT, we will see."
Mr. O'conor smiled in a peculiar way as he re¬

peated siowiy and deliberately, "we will see."
.¦As a democrat, sir, you lament tuis expose, of

course?"
"Certainly; but I am determined to do my ducr,

no matter at what sacrifice. i, look to the future,
and am anxious lor the Miture of the republic. To
cleanse the Augean stable of political corruption

WB M18T BKOIK HKRE.
New York gives the cue to all the States. It was
not so formerly. Corruption began In another State
that I will not name.you, perhaps, know which
State I refer to.and our municipal thieves are
merely lm tutors. Really, they cannot lay claim to
originality In public thievery. New York, ho\ro7er,
being tne greatest city in the Union mast neces¬
sarily affect the onttre country. If wo have purity
here there is more chance of having the country
pure, so that, is tue issue before us."

..A good Legislature, sir »
"Is what we waut first of all. With nonest, Intel-

ligent lawmakers a system or plunder like that
which prevailed here lor years past would be Im¬
possible. The people have the matter in their own
hands now, and ought to take advantage of the op¬
portunity afforded them."
"DO YOU THINK, SIR, THAT THE REFORM HOVB-

MBNT
commenced here will extend to other States?"

"1 have no doubt of it. Indeed, I expect a revival
of honest reeling in the masses consequent on the
prosecution of our local thieves."
"Would it be too much to ask, sir, whether you

have lormed any opinion as to the relative chances
of the candidates for the principal offices in this
city ?"

"I never gave the subject my attention; I have
quite enough to do without that. 1 am only anxious
about the Legislature. L»t us have honest law¬
givers, and everything else desired by the citizens
will come in good time. As I said, the result is in
the hands of the people themselves."
The Herald representative here thanked tho dis¬

tinguished gentleman for his courtesy aud took his
leave. Mr. O'Conor immediately plunged into the
bowels of a huge volume on law.

PREPARATIONS TOR THE CONTEST.
Banner*, Guttersnipes and Andy Garvey'a Wagon
as Adjuncts of American Freedom.An Ar¬

tistic Criticism on the Likenbsms of Would-
Be Office-Holders.Reflections on Men
Who Vouch for Their Own Hones¬
ty.All the Fun of the Season.

It is worthwhile being an American oven if,
apart from the advantage of living In the most pro¬
gressive and liberal community the wide world
over, one had only to enjoy tho fnn of constantly re¬
curring elections. And, after all. In spite of the loud
talking and menacing langnago that barroom poli¬
ticians and a lew over-excitable young gentlemen
occasionally Indulge in, there is less real danger of
an actual outbreak among us than among any other
civilized people enjoying tho privilege of representa¬
tive institutions. Barely, indeed, have onr civic
contests been stained with bloodshed, whereas
in England, in Franco and in Hungary
sanguinary lights frequently dlBt°r* lhe
public peace, and even endanger tne lability
society on similar occasions. But, on the other
band, we certainly contrive to get far more pleasing
excitement and laughter and amusement out of an
election than Englishmen or Frenchmen. Dickens
has admirably portrayed the humors of an English
struggle for a membership of Parliament in bis
account or tbe election In Uie borough of Katr
answill, ont it rails far short in Interest to what is
even now passing around us, IX we bring but eyes
to see what lies before us.
Vor example, let us lake a run up town on any of

the grand avenues. On almost every curbstone
the little paper postern,

'.ntnTE* snipes,"
as they are termed In tbe parlanoe of tne printing
ofllce and the political club, store at us In appealing
black and white, ana implore us to vote lor Joun
smith or Henry Brown, or whoever may be the par¬
ticular candidate of th* district. Side by side
and cheek by jowl with them sprawl out tbe advert
tlsements of some Xa»yriu» wand of chewing to¬
bacco or a variety of rnornia* Wtttrs. Across tho
street at constabt intervals stretch suspended ban¬
ners also bearing tho same entreaiy, varied with
blazoned designs of the American flag and tho
American eagle, and hideously complaisant por-
traits of the would-be recipient of tbe popular suf¬
frage. It Is a sight to see one of these

HI'OB PBV1CBS
of network and painted cloth being reared up about
a month before election, amid the cheers of all the
small-fry politicians in tbe neighborhood. Fre¬
quently a couple of immensely tall poles have t6 be
planted for the purpose at either side or the street,
though sometimes a couplc or owners or proprietors
or very firmly bnlit houses are round willing to
allow the neccssary ropes to be attached to some
convenient projection of their property. As tho
poles are hoisted into position an admiring crowd of
idlers gather round and look on at the operations in
a state of Interested excitement, beguiling the
time with remarks aoout

EMICTIONS IN GENEBAL
and this election in particular.
"Where on earth do they get the money from,

Mlke'f"' says one, "to put up their 'honorable'
names across the street. Many a hundred dollars
must it cost them to stand like that In Uie eyes or
tbe people."
For it may be laid <»own as a general principle

that politicians receive scant mercy at the bonds
even or those who mav afterwards sustain them in
power by their votes. This Is a rather startling
fact, and bespeaks sadly the demoralization of
American politics, but it must be tho tritest of

STWwSSSVtlfiSi'*£position to K
0j gCripture which saysKS tffiWll be abased" is

i,»«miiv and absolutely confirmed. A man who
aiwwB hlmSeW to be run for oillce, or who runs him-Sf"Vu5«lly consents to have blm name dragged
through

THg VERBAL MIRK

<« «.««« K--wives like a utiack medicine on eveiy rock andSJ&ng m every Stauj in the Union," will be the
rc*' »«>at deal or curiosity, however, mlnyles in the.LCmm TBatlUe .peitators cast at the banner
as at length tne corns are hauled up and the namesJtr fhe battling candidates ate for the first time In?L ZmSon flung to the winds of heaven. EveryWin.ufw in the neighborhood Is filled with eagerrln «n,T»h* letters In tne name of tbe standard
inarer or the dlatnot are spelled out with anxious
ca.r,u. he going to run again," says one. "He

V,, nL <r!ir«ed with plunder by thia time,? * Hut i hen. another man will be
»oMrler sUll while lie must certainly have dipped
bis hand deep enough In the public purse by this
time. '

A VERY PRKTTY SIGHT
indeed is an A merlcan st^t tDua brtghtened up
with ftiittfTtnff banners of jwdf colors. Fir w ino

can reach It rests only upon election Inslgn afhe siandarS or the coming eventful but peaceiul
contort The weakest feature in tuem. however,
are the caricatures of tne countenances of the can¬didal. How unnaturally urbane and mild and
booTi these fancy pictures appear! Take, for In¬
stance the avowed ukeaww of the man of memory,jmfiro uowllng, just opposite the Tombs. Whowould recognize in that benevolent phi* the terrorrSBSr ami the scourge ol^ metropolitanrLcaiitf i so rar as one can Judge from
a half-length portraiture he ^ dressed in
a suit of best store clothes, purchased
on the other side of the Atlantic. 1'he coat sj-tswithout a wrinkle, tbe »hlrt Is spotlessly clean, his
mnstache Is waxed at the ends, his eyes stare out!1 benignant blue irom the canvas, and but for a
splash of mud flung by some enrlousj henchman of
brennan upon

^ ^ jdpob's nose
he looks as though he could step ont of his frame
unci inarch up 'he aisle of a church amid the
respectful gaae of a congregation l.aw strong. How
iliiierpnt to the real Judge as enthroned on tne
Bench and surrounded bv all the terrors of the
law he cooliy disposes of a burglar's dental of

YOU belong to Barneywiuon's c&ue ui tb6 Elutotii wird. You wot
to BiDg binf on the 17 tti Jauuary, lor cracking

A or,Dagatn! take BowiTweed's visage as it appeals to
the gaze of a wondering publio from a naudsomo
netting jnst opposite the old Hovvery Theatre. We
look in vatn lor t no hugs proboels and contracted
head Hint nave been the lavorne caricatures. In
their place we nave another caricature iiiue less
stari ling. Look at that benignant gentleman with
the frcph, healthy complexion and sterol* upright I

com of features, wtioee gaie rests on tbe transpa-
rencv of "Crime" tu from oi the Kow<-ry Theatre.
Ho looks good enough for a churchwarden; no one

! would ever suspoct hlni to he trie man who has
, thriven, as some one says. "on th<% distributed divl-

uends of rascality and on percentages or stealing."
It is a siugnlar fact mat all tho banners proclaim

tbe beings whose likeness aud cognomina they
enshrine as

..THB PEOPLK'8 FRIKND,"
and the "people's choice," and perfect models of
..honesty, intogriiy and uprightness." Air ir the
people could only itrow Into a Arm belief m the
reahtv of theso vannted friendships! And, better
still. If the rrleusbips ever really bore worthj fruit;
U would Indeed be a changed world. homo or mo
men who tbna delight In parading their afftcilon to

I the public could, with a mere percentage of their
enoruioua wealth, amassed, too. while they have been
in public servivc. light up each poverty alrlcRcn
tenement home In thin (treat clty.witn its scores
of thousand* of the miserable and the unfortunate,
with Joy and gladness.

A CAB CONDUCTOR'S lilOWL.
"Every one on 'em tells me now that he is my

friend," s*ys the conductor, as you ride up town
with him on the flront platform, in the bleak winter
air. "He shakes hands and says 'Good morning.'
and swears he likes mo better than any other man

i In the world. But see him after election, when I'vo
lost my Job and go to him to beg ulm to use his
Influence to get me an honest Job. 'I never saw

you before in my life,' says he; 'why in thunder do
you pester inev Or. perhaps, if he Is a decent .'el-
low, he soitens it down a little and says, 'What did
you lose your Job for?' Well, I has to say
that I got on a little jamboree ami did
not show np till two days after my
off day (we only have one of them a month). 'Ah I'
Bavs he, 'I am very sorry I can't help you; whiskey
is what Kil's alt yon poor laboring men. W by don't
yon Join a Fattier Matbew Society!1' 'Oh, yes;
thev're my friends, you bet. They can all go to
before I votes for 'em. Joe Knows a trick worth two
of that."
And as to

HONESTY, Ac.,
If these placards could bni be believed this city has
tbe purest and most incorruptible and most unim¬
peachable crowd of candidates for office tnat
ever appealed to tbe confidence of a liee com¬
munity. They say, thougti, tnat In Chinese towns
It is a common practice for each store
to put up outride ltd doors a notice In huge char¬
acters, "No Cheating Here." Tno reason of the
custom Is that all tne tradesmen are dishonest,
and, as the proverb says, "flood wine needs no
bush." Perhaps all this clamor and outcry about
Smith being honest aud Brown helm: unimpeach¬
able and Robinson above suspicion may havo an

a melancholy motive cause the universally low
character of our would-be oillce-nolders. After the
banners the big

BMtCTlONKKRINO VANS
are perhaps among the most amusing features of
tho elocuon. llera comes one lumbering along,
unsteadily laboring to get over a car rail and re¬
move its unwleldly.carcass rrom tho patn of traffic.
How it Jolts and groans and croucnes down upon
the hard stones ere it succeeds! And Irow loudly
that harsh bell, which forms tbe mnsie of its tnum-
plial progress, rings discordantly out upon tne
crisp, cold air! Tnat la "Andv Garvey's" bell.
Wonder if he hears it, sounding out with menacing
outcry, as he paces to and tro, with uneasy steps,
tho floor of the pnbllc dining room of
the lutlo Swiss autorye in which it is said he nas
taken up bis inglorious anode. Hut what a wonder¬
ful monument ot vehicular engineering these vans
are wnen you stop to closely examine them. A
hu^e and stupendous growth of

CANVAS AN I) tlUNTINd
towers up from tho hodv of the vehicle and compels
the admiration ol' tho beholder. Just think of the
weight of nonor the four miserable hacks in Iront of
tho wagon havo to dtaw in Stars and Stripes
alone a score of national flags, counter-
marked with the naiuo of tho candidate,
aro adroitly stack all over it. aud ensnrlne with a
wreath of glory tho inscribed appellation and
virtues oi the would-be office-holder. Curious, In-
deod, most be the thoughts of the man who drives
so ponderous a political machine, freighted so
marvellously with ambitious hopes and visions oi
patriotic fame.
And so tno work of the coming contest goes

bravely on. May the best men win, and may no
beven'h of November In the unknown rmure find
us less free or loss prosperous than will Tuesday
next.

THE "BOSS" DEFIANT.
He Make* a Speech to Hi* Constituents and Calls

Upon Them to 8tandFinn.The Fourth Dis¬
trict in a Terrible State ofExcitement .

The announcement that "ttio Boas" would address
tliem in the lecture room ol the Tammany Associa¬
tion of the Thirteenth ward. In the Walton House,
Grand street, drew together an immense assemblage
of tue democracy of that precinct last evening. The
main toom, hallways and even sidewalks were
crowded, and when Mr. Tweed arrived the excito-
ment was Intense. He wan loudly cheerel, and
only reached the speaker's stand after a hard strug
gle. so compact was the throng. Coloael Alexandei
U. Stewart presided at the meeting. The Colone
said he was born In the ward sixty years ago. was i
true democrat, bad heard the chargcs against Sena
tor Tweed and did not believe them (Loud cheers.
"Kerorm" was an old opposition cry always heard
Mfuro elections, and when defeat was their portion
they changed it to "frand." (Laughter andjitpplause.;
He predicted a democratic victor/ and then Intro-
auced Mr. Tweed, who met with a hearty reoeption.
The "Boss" spoke as follows:.
Mr. Presioent.This tremendous outpouring of

the people, their unmistakable enthusiasm aud the
warmth of tne greeting they havo given me must
surely be accepted an in a great degree an expres¬
sion ol popular opinion. ("Tnat's sot" and loud
cheers.) 1 do not deny the claim of the pre.-is to ho
tho exponent; of public sentiment, but there is occa¬
sionally such multiplicity of ditTcrence In lis utter¬
ances and conclusions that I am disposed just now
to give preference to

THE VKKDICT OK TBS PKOPLS
themselves as regards their feelings towards me,
proclaimed by their own voices, as here to-night,
and to be mora formally given on Tuesday next
through the medium of the ballot box. (Great
cheenng.) The newspapers uave already indicted,
tried, convicted and sentenced me.(roars or
laughter).but I leel pertectly tree to appeal to a
burner tribunal and havo no lear of the result.
(Cheers.) I do not come to you, my fedow
cituens, In a circuitous way. indicative of
tne possession or the thought, of the neces¬
sity of caution, engendered by rear,
but directly, openly, squarely, as a man
to men, an«i without an appeal for your sympathy
other than so far as my famllv have suffered from
the cruel indignities that have been heaped upon
them lor my political actions.(sensation i.uut
anting at your hands the juaufce and fair play that,
have been denied me by bitter, unrelenting, unscru¬
pulous, prejudiced and ambitious partisan foes.
(Deafening shouts of approval.) 1 have represented
you for lour years in the Statu Senate, uud I acek
re-elccuon for its moral value as

AS ENDORSEMENT OK MY COKRSB,
an expression of your satisfaction, and an answer
to my assailants wliitn, with all tneir apparent in-

I difference for you, they would bo bound to respect.
1 have faith in your intelligence, faith in vour sense

of Justice, laith in your devotednes to your party
and its principles, and faith in yoar sense ol grati¬
tude for faitiuul public services. (Loud cheers.) if
you are satisfied with me as a Senator, 1 am pioud
Of yon as constituents. Vilification, misrcpresen'a-
tion of interested opponents, partisan clamor and
baseless newspaper assertions, should not separate
us or chill the mutual regard or shake the confidence
that our identity ol interests should foster.
1 am being subjected to all this contumely la this
campaign, and you, my fellow cltizcns and constitu¬
ents, are not free from it. A morning paper, claim-

I lng to lie democratic, bat waich deserted us in the
last prcsideatiai campaign on the eve oi battle, has

' what 1 am aoout reading, and which is evidently
I Intended lor country consumption, concerning the

I people of the Fourth Senatorial district, a district
i the unswerving loyalty or the democracy of wnich

has time and again secured the success of the party
in state contests. Here Mr. Tweed took a slip ot
newspaper irom his pocket and read:.
The Fourth district it the most loathsome political tcah la

tho Halted Stales. it is only necessary to look at ita boun¬
daries to ace of what material* ita population la uora-

G«"<l. . . . hxcept a few respectable permanent
>anlera at the Aalor House, and one or two mnail hotels on

Cortland! street, this district h*s no reputable Inhabitants.
. . * II is not the residence of people who hnre anyrecurd for the decencies of life or the esteem an<t goodopinion of respectable society. The very rtre^i ami scum of
our uoonlatlon, the off-scouring of this country and all others
inhabit it

(Hisses and other manifestations of indignation.)
bo you have the sanctity of your own homes, the
social positions of your wives ami daughters, your
own characters to defend, as well as 1 to defend
miue, from these

WHOLESALE SLANDKHS,
and if you do not turn out in your mujesty on Tues¬
day next and vindicate yooneives it will be re¬
ceived as a submissive endorsement of this news,
paper's insult to your intelligence. iKn-
thusiastlc cheering, long contained.) Why.
my dear iriends, the Fourth senatorial
district is the more important in point of population,
wealth, commercial interests and enginery ior the
dissemination ol intelligence than either of the
thirty-two into which the Kmpire State Is divided.
It, la composed ol nine of the twenty-two wards of
this great metropolis, and quite all the newspapers
and magazines of the city, the more influential or tha
country, are published within its limits. ("Good I
good !'» loud laughter and cneers.) Its manu¬
factories are numerous and extensive. Th'1 great
Protestant Cathedral, Trln.ty church, ami St.
Patrick's old Koman «;atliollc cathedral are within
Its boundaries. The hall of the Board of Kdncatlon
ami many Institutions of learning are in our district.
Its river line Is marked with a forest of masts of tne
bulk of shipping that visits the port of New \ork,
and wc have Castle Garden, the gate to our republic,
where

THE WI8TPUI. EMMRANT 80NS
of the Land of Shamrock, of old German Father¬
land, and every oilier clime, take their initial step
on our soil, and And a favored start on the road to
prosperity. If tlsey are touched by tne spirit of lion .

est emulation and regard for tne institutions and
laws of the laud. (Kuthuslasttc oheerwg.) riy rea-
sou of Wail street being on the map of our district
1 may Justly claim to represent the very financial
centre of tne United Blatea UawI 'augtuer an*

cheers, and a cry or "Hit 'cm again >'") i must go,
now, inj leilow citizens, flr-u, however. tuanklng
yon for the reception you have given in". Yo'ir
goodness and confidence are not misplaced. Ketii
assured tfint all the ante-election ch ug> -t t>iat have
been made agaiii.it me will dimolvp as ijavr o»-rore
the rising sun wDentaey are »ubjected to the calm,
dispassionate, imoarlal investigation ol tun court,*
or iaw. (Loud awt>M> ) now, om w »ru nora.
I link you to support, that ho may serve
.no tier term in the Lower House, Mr. Timothy
J. . aiopbell. (Loud cheers). He is a devoted demo
crat, and the experience of rour years' service
makes nlm a memi member of the Legislature. Al
the South, In the ante-war time-*, if a representative
proved capable tney retained him, and secured the
advuntages or his Increaso or experience, as in
stance tlie ise of Clay, and more especially that ol
Ueuton. It was a capital cmtom, and It mlvht
earned ootta your advantage in ray ease. (Koarnor laughter and great c leering, aiuid which the
"Boss" retired, i

The Prndurf KxrHan** (. Ikis Froal.
The great awakening or the people to the nece*

slty of Roing to tlie polls on Tuesday morning l«
well illustrated In tua action of tbe Produce Ex-
Change yesterday. At half-paxt odo President Reed
caned the chamber to order, when Mr. Uusteatfmoved thai when the < hamiwr ad.ourn onMonday it stand adjourned unt.l Wednesday morn¬ing, to enable its members to «>> to the polls. Whenthe vote was called about live hundred voieea yelled"Aye," and the motion was carried uuammouaU.It is exoectcd that other boards will follow tuts ex¬ample and that many or the business hou.*s will.lose to enable their employes to vote.

A Card Iron Mr. Thanan W. Plttaaaa.
Nsw York, Nov. 4, WW.

To the Editor op thk Hkkai.d: -
The sooner a He is discovered and throttled (be bet¬

ter for the safety of truth. An lnramuns report ban
been industriously circulated that my friends have
made . bargain to sell out to John V. OrUley. TbM
is utterly and wll'ullj false, and emanates from tbe
Greeley-Gridley republicans in tbe Eleventh Assem¬
bly district. Thai Mr. Gridley and his cohorts bave
been Industriously endeavoring to lirltw democratic
voters lu t tie district Is true; but to all who know
me it is unnecessary to say that I could never, either
directly or Indirectly, Uave any relations wtiatever,
or countenance any, particularly political transac¬
tions, with Jonn v. Gridley. My friends and myself
stand true and uncompromising, and cauuot be
swerved either ny threats, bribes or lalse rumors,I and the result of tho canvass wiil prove to Mr. Grid-
ley now futile his attempts have been to win Legta-! lativo bonors by democratic votes. Very respect,
fully, THOMAS W. PiTTMAti.

10V LEDUM WAS DOMINATED.
Letter from the Chairman of the ('.nventiea

that Naniaale4 Ledwith.
N*W YORK, NOV. 4, 1871.

Hon. kodkiit B. Rooskvblt:.
Sin.As you are won aware, I was the Chairman

of tho Joint Convention of the "romilur democratic"
, and Democratic Union organization, by wbicb

Judge Led with was nominated for the office of Ja»
tlce of the Supreme Court.
You have doubtless seen lu the public journals

! Judgo Ledwitli's letter addressed to me as sucn

chairman, accepting tbe nomination.
Under the circumstances I deem it my duty to

say to yon, and through yon to the people of the city
of New York, that the nomination of Judge Led-
wlih, conceived and put through by men noto.

j rlously in the Interests of Tammany Hall, is a fraud
I upon our organization as well aa upon the people of

this city.
Tho facts connected with that nomination are. of

course, well known to vou, aud If. is a matter ot sur-
prise to me and others that you stioald not, as yoa
said you would, repudiate it; for r>y the under,
staudlng had .between the representatives oi tho
above named organization, Oliver Charlick, Judgo
WaterOury, Koswell l). llaich and yourself, the nom¬
ination ot Judge 1* J with was to oe made only for
the purpose of lorcing such a recognition liom tho
outside organizations as would uitUty our dignity
and self-respect.
Under no circumstances was It to be considered

absolute, and u was then that you expressed a de¬
termination, if It appeared, as it has since turned
out to be, a device and a scheme of Tammany Hall
to endorse him, to disavow and repudiate it.

it is now two weeks since that nomination wan
made aud wiih^n a few days of election, and aa
nothing nas appeared from you md.catiog an inten¬
tion bo to repudiate it and place our organisation
where it was distinctly declared It shouU bo.vis.,
on the side of true rerorm. n abstaining a dlgniflert
and honorable position. I can only conclude tbat
you do not purpose to fulfil your promise, and ao*
cordlngiy, I, wit ii others, do not propose to be ths
instruments of Tammany llall in turthcrlug its un¬
holy alliance.
That tne nomination ot Judge Lcdwith la one not

fit to be made, not oulv has the Bar of our city
unanimously declared, but you yourself, in your
own paper, by the flattering expressions applied to
Jndgc Barrett, have likewise corroborated, and it
cannot be doubted thai, honest men oi every party
should and will cordially unite lu the support of the
latter gentleman and thus themselves repudiate the
fraudulent, nomination of Mr. Ledwtth. I am, sir,
respectiully, JOHN W. BKNNETT,
Cnairman of tho Joint Convention of the "regular

democratic" aud Democratic Union rrganizationa.

i Giuvnc ram
' Discovery of an Alleged "Bing" Conspiracy to

Tamper with tbe Ballot Boxes on Tues¬
day-How the Plot Was To Be

Carried Out.Is It Only aa

Electioneering Dodge Y

Tbe great event In political ctrclca yesterday wait
the alleged discovery of a gigantic conspiracy on the
part of tbe "Ring" to swindle the honest voters on
election day. Ex-Sheriff O'Brien is said to be tbe
tndividnal who smoiced ont the frand. The whole
affair looks very much like an electioneering dodge.
Tet there may be something In It. Tbe aim of the
alleged conspirators was on election day apparently
to give the reformers all the opportunity they de¬
sired to .

WITNKSS THR VOTING
at every jh>U aut the subsequent canvassing or the
votes, and In order to pail the wool over tbe eyes of
the "watchers" the police were to be Instructed to

| show them every courtesy and act the part of "good1 fellows well met" with even the most inquisitive
| and exacting. It was hoped by this menus at the

start to allay all suspicion as to fraud, and thereby
tbe more easily to accomplish the grand coup
which was to take place after tbe clos¬
ing of tbe poll. This coup was to oe
brought about as follows:.The discoverers say the
conspirators were to have in a room adjoining me
poll room, or behind the counter where the inspec*
tors stand, a sot of ballot boxes tallying In every
respect with the appearance of the boxes actually
naed during tun day to deposit tho ballots lu. In*
voting once over ami

THK GKNl/INB BOXS3 SRAI.EP
and placed for safe keeping belmi<l the counter
wnlle everything was beinu got in readiness for the
tfnai event, the poll clerks were to announce

| their wily from their books. A confede¬
rate of toe King Inspectors, secreted in tbe
room adjoining tiie polluw place, would then place
In the (lummy boxes the exact number ot ballot*
called off. taking care, However, to put euougli ram-,
many ballots In each to make everything all right
lor the King favorites. This once done, the boxes,
thus nicety ttuired, were to be placed under the coun¬
ter and the genuine boxes stealthily removed, Tho
counting oi the votes would then )>e begun openly.
an<l. of course, every chance would bo glveu the
reformeis to look on and see that everything was
done squarely. It is said that lite plan was so
neatly arranged tnai a lot of ballot* were to <»e
placed In

Til* PCVKV K0\KS.
! with reform endorsements, but with pasters over

the reform candidates' names, each papier bearin*
tho name of a King candidate. As a matter ot
course, if the plan were successful, the rerorn
watchers would see for tuem^-elves the result of tbe
vote, and be convinced that they were fairly
thrashed. In other words, the counting could be
done with such apparent fairness <oui of the dummy
boxes), every ballot could tie so plainly exhibited to
all who chose to lie on band, and tho
canva-.se rs would act with such a sense of courtesy
to the outsiders ihar. they would be unablo instly to
assert that any trickery had been practised. True,
they tnlghcoe

ASTOtmOlD AT THK lUBULT.
but what could they dot They might say to them-
Helves, "We can't see how this district went that
war after wnat we heard all around tbe day of the
election:" but that couldn't aiterthe count, wlitc#
was made open and above board.
Now, this is the whole story ol the alieireo dK

covery of wnat was to lie done In many of tbe dls->
tncts, but particularly In the district where O'Hriea
Is runnlne. Yet it Is hardly credible that anything
of uie kind could nave been intended bt rue Tam¬
many party, tor the simple reason that tbe thing
would not be accompltsiie I without great difficulty,
it IS almost unreasonable to suppose that any set of
men, who are accredited with so much smartnese
and ingenuity in

POLITICAL TRU'XKRY
as the Taramaoy folks, could be so foolish as to
attempt auytnina so open t« discovery, so easr of
detection, as would be a change of boxes at the
polls, in tne first piacc there is not a second rooui
wnere a confederate could be hidden in all the
polling places, aud <>ven il there waa the
changing of the boxes could not be made
unless the reform watchers were as blind as
bats. Then again tlu fraud cou.d not be
sncccsaiully carried out, even supposing the con-
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